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utright corporate wrong-
doing at least has the
virtue ofhonesty. The
wrongdoer knows he is

breaking the rules. More troubling
is the genteel evasion, the kind
ca:ried out in the language ofprocess
and procedurg r¡¡here dissent doesn't

get debated but simply vanishes.

That appears to be what haP-

pened atAirbnb, where share'
holder proposals from The Heri-
tage Foundation and the American
Conservative Values ETF raising
concerns about antisemitism and
viewpoint discrimination some-
how never-made it into the com-
pany's 2025 proxy materials.

We filed suit in federal court,
alegrng that Airbnb improPerlY
excluded properly submitted
shareholder proposals from its
proxy materials in violation of
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sìon regulations. This case is about
whether corporâte managers get

to decide which shareholders are

allowed to speak
Our proposal requested that

Airbnb's board examine how
the company manages legal and

reputational risks co¡nected with
politicized divestments. Airbnb
has a docuntented history of
singling out Israeli properties for
removal a move that led to statelevel

sanctions inTexas andFlorida for
zupporting the Boycott Divesünent
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By Gelet Martinez Fragela

Mffi-¿fr riç.htiff-Hit¿liri
charge dlafiaires has met with antí-Castro dissidents,

political prisoners, religious leaders and families
õfdetainees, spoken openly about forced labor on

Cuban medical missions, and openly declared that

he has "prayed for a free Cuba."
Thenhe did somethingnorecent diplomat dared He

invited Cubans to stop him on the sneet and askhim into -

their homes for a cafecito. The embassy published an

email address so anyone could write to him direcdy.

Cuba's communist dictatorstrip has dismissed Mr.
Hammet's passion as apublicrelations stunt,but Cuba¡x

are in lcve.
In a countrywhere people have longbeen igrrored þ

their atrthorities, Mr. Hammet's approachability stands

out Though he is a seasoned diplomat, when he speaks

(in increasingly fluent Spanish), he sounds less like a

politician and more like aneighbor,
SoorLhe was visitinghomes acrossthe island' and

people were huginghimonthe süeets' On socialnedia
messages flooded the U.S. Enrbassypages:'This man

could be our president'' and'TIe cares more about us

than any Cuban official" Cubans even gare him a nick-

name Mike El Martillo (rlfhe Hammel'I and gare him a

btue hat stitched with aharnmer.
The ruling Cuban cortmunist aristocracy is shorving

signs ofconcern
After Mr. Il¿mmer visited the tourb offose Mati

and met with opposition figureS the Cuban government

accused him of "interventionisrr'' and "inciting Cuban

citizensto commit criminal acts."

Foryeary Harana has tained agitators, and Cuban

ofrci¿s inttre US. harc longwelcomed meetingswith
radical activist groups, including those cowicted of
vandalizing property. h 202¿[ U.S. intelligence agencies

identified Cuba as'interfering in America¡ elections

alonpidehau Russia and China.Yetwhen aU.S. diplo
matwalksHa¡ana's streets, the regime clies incitemenl

Relentless state media attacla followed, onlyto
baclú¡e. R¿ther than diminishing Mr.Ilarmet's profile,

they ampli6ed it ina countrywherebarely4% of the

populatiõnbelonp to the Communist Party - the only
leeal political party.

On Sanrday night, the regime crossed a line In my
hometovm of Camaguey, a conspiarously smatlmob

appeared to shout slurs at Mr.I{arnme¿ guided by men

øthwalkie-talkies This isn't uncommon in Cubawþere
govemment-alþed "committees for the defense of the

ievolution" areused like NaziBrownshirts to terrorize

those who qpeakout

Anti{asno Cubans n¡shedto Mr. Hammefs defense

on social medi4 saying the scene was staged Theyeven
identiûed some govemment officials posing as citizens

A young Cuban who stood up for Mr. Ilam¡ner was

reportedly detaineô The US. Embassy soon wamed that
the 'illegitimate rqgime of Cuba'' must halt its repressive

acts against American Personnel
The attack on Mr. tlamme¡wasn3t a show of

strengtþ itwas fear.

Assessments suggest Cuba'sfuel reserves may last

only nine to ló more days. In periods of.control under

authoritarian systems, represion is çiec surveillance,

selective arrests, bureaucratic harassmenL Under stress

intimidation¡rns public Synbolic enemies a¡e created

to distract ttre citizenry. Public spectades replace silent

rnanagemenL

Targeting a foreþ diplomat is not normal protocol

Ifs detenence tlreater, aimed less at Mr. Ilammer than

at Cubanswatchinginthe darlc Do not mistake crisis for

wealmess.

Before Mr. Hamme/s arri\4al stâte security sum-

monedtwo Catholic priests fromthe archdiocese of
Camaguey, the Revs.Alberto Reyes and CastorAh'area

wittrout elçlanation and inthe middle of aretreal Faths
Reyes has publicly criticized the govemment's rqres-
sion and eðono.mic failures and insists the churcå s¡reak

for those without a voice. Father Castor, a priest for

more than two decades, already knew the cost of moral .

witness. During the |uly llprotests, he walked the streets

carryingtheMrgin del Cobre onhis shoulders' ca[ing
for nonviolence as churdrbells tolled. He wasbeaten in
the headwith abaseballbat byregime forces

On Camaguey's outskirts, the regime once ran

forced-labor camps where tens of thousands - religious

believers, politicål nonconformists and other'lndeslr-
ables" - were sent without charges, srbiectedto bnrtal
conditions.

Memory mâtters. So does fear.

Camaguey was chosen deliberateþ. It combínes low
regime support, strong religious networlcs that providc

attãmative legitimacy and"a deep memoryof repres-

sion in a province that, before communisru was among

Cuba's wealthiest and most educated As fuel shotages

deepeq ctìurches and local networla become logistical

hubs,not jmtmoral ones.The regimeknows ir
As a Cubanpolitical refugeewlro reports onhuman

rights abuses across the island,I am conñdent intimida-

tiõnwiltfail For decades, the regime relied onpredict-
able American foreþ policy to manage its survival
That is gone. Regime úange isn't guaranteed, btú

disengagement from the region is no longcr the default

U.S.posture
The shift has reignited hope. Cubars' social media

walls are nowfilledwithvisions ofwhat corild come

next bridges connecting SouthFlorida and Cuba

Secreury of Sate Marco Rubio and President Tru¡np .,

celebratingin afree Harana aTnlnp Tower replacing"

the concrete relics of communism inwhatwasonce '
calledthe'?aris of the Cæibbean t,

These aren't policy proposaþ they are signals o{" {
society no longer debatirig whether tlre system works ",

but enpressing its hopes for wlrat can replace iL

Mr. Hâ¡nmet's presence has further weakened an

orlnusted authoritarian systern He doesn't bring dovrn

tlre wall, but in today's Cuba he signals that the bricks

are falling

Gelet Marthez Fragela is the editor of ADN Cubo
(www.adicub ucom), a new s platform tracking lunan
rtghts violanons on the ßIand Slre hos cov ered Cuba

ertensiv ely as an inv estigatíve i oarnalßt.

Ihe American who's winning the hearts of the Guban people

Mike 'The Hammef unsettles the regime in his U.S. Embassy position
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Smra gun owners
cri¡ninals.
. ' The "assault
-weapons" ban

.would make it a

. crime to sell, rent,
'¡ransfer or other-
. wise possess such weapons manufactured after 2026.The
.]'transfer" prohibition will ban passing on such guns âs an
'.inheritance.

,' ft. bill, Senate Bill749,bans weapons that have one or
..more of the following characteristics: "(i) a folding, tele-
'.scoping, or coliapsible stock; (ii) a pistol grip that protrudes
-conspicuously beneath the action of the rifle; (iii) a second
landgrip or a protruding grip that can be held by the non-

..frigger hand; (iv) a grenade launcher; (v) a flare launcher;

.(vù a sound suppressor; (vii) a flash suppressor; (viii) a

'_muzzle brake; (ix) amuzzle compensator; (x) a threaded
' barrel capable ofaccepting (a) a sound suppressor, (b) a
fash suppressor, (c) amuzzle brake, or (d) a muzzle com-

'þensator; or (xi) any cha¡acteristic of like kind as ènumer-
¿ted in clauses (i) through (x)."

, '" fne bill essentially classifies as an assault weapon any

¡ifle with a magazine that holds more than l0 rounds.
. I have some knowledge of weapons. It's constructive
to compare those characteristics with the old Browning
..Sp-caliber machine gun, which is already illegal to own

-.rtnder the National Firearms Act of 1934.It is known to the
' 
troops as "Ma Deuce" because its designation is an M2.

I have fi¡ed the M2 tlvice, once at quantico Marine

ltrusTRÂTto¡r sY ¡.rl¡ et¡$l

The people behind the proposed ban don't care whether
it passes â constitutionaiity test. They want their laws to
stand until, years from now, they are reversed by the Su-
preme Court.

Ms. Spanberger ran as a moderate, but she appears to
be Joseph R. Biden in a biond wig. She isn't interested in
commonsense legislation and will sign anything that passes

the Democratic-controlled legislature, including an "assault
weapons" ban and a limit on magazile size.

Sen. Saddam Azlan Salim, the principal sponsor of the
bill, is a native of Bangladesh. Mr. Salim said at a hearing on
the bill, "This approach will gradually take the weapons off
the street without retroactively making it a crime to own a

weapon that was legally purchased."
No, it won't.
If Virginia Democrats wanted to make people safer, they

would be legislating requirements for tougher sentences
for the commission of a crime using a gun. They don't care.
They just want to score political points.

Jed Babbin ß s nstlonal security and foreign afairs columníst

for The WashingtonTimes and ø contributing editor for The
Americøn Spectator.

withChinalapanandthe andAlgent¡na amongwhite-colla¡work-
European Union borrow- tO inSUlate itSelf ers displaced by artificial
ingmore. and pun¡sh intelligence.

IfMr.Trumpwants ;;;;;; Thosesfrandedwork-
lower interest rates, then Mr' Trump' 

ers would be better able

he and Congress need to raise taxes, to fi¡d work if Mr. Trump perrnitted
cut spending and borrow less. more immigration for the kinds of

Even with lower interest rates, Mr. workers in short supply.
Trump's tariffs and immigration poli- Beth Hammach president and
cies would get in the way. CEO of the Federal Reserve Bank of

The ta¡iffs are hurting American Cleveland said she has been hearing
farmers - higher prices for fertilizer, from business leaders that higher
equipment and other farm essentials input costs, including tariffs, may soon

- wùile those specifically aimed at impel large price increases.

China have halved soybean e4ports This yeafs economy wont look
to the Middle Kingdom. China is now very different fromlastyeat's: infla-
sourcing farmproducts more from tion around 30lo and manywhitecollar
Brazíl and Argentina to insulate itself college graduates in lengthy iob
and punish Mr. Trump. searches or fearing losing the job they

V/e hear a lot about tariffs disrupt- have.

ing zupply chairs, but other new taxes V/e all know the parties of incum-
do that as well bent presidents generally lose seats

Governments mrst be funded in Congress in midterm elections.
.With 

modem social safety nets, Unpopular presidents magrrifiT those
broad-based revenue sources such as losses.

income and sales taxes are the norm
unless a government sits on massive, Peter Morici ß an economist ønd
cheapto-produce nahral resources emeritus business professor at the

and takes a cut (think Saudi Arabia). University of Marylan{ and a no-
The trick is to impose taxes in the tionøI columnßt.

nàvigation, Regression
and Smoke test on the
new enhancements
added to the web
aDDlicat¡on ¡n different
ehüironments like UAT,
stress and finally ín
Production. DeveloP
Test cases and Test
scr¡pts to fully validate
the functionallty and
ensure that the
application meets all
the security and
Dr¡vacy requirements.
Salary: $150,467.00
Yearly.

Lead Associate - Willis
Towers Watson LLC
(Arlinston, vA): work as
part of team to Provide
consult¡ng advice & srucs
to m u lti nat'l co.s'
retirement & broader llR
bnfts & comPensation
issues for global ops. Srv
as key resource for
consultants in charge of
êngagements bY
oerforming manY
¡ntricate aspects of client
work, Create Project
plans, monitor Pfogress
to deadlines & budget,
ensuring appropriate &
effective communicatlon
among team members &
client, increas¡ng
eff¡ciency w/l client
teams bY ident¡fYing
ways to imProve
Þrocesses, etc. REQ'MTS:
Bachelor's (Us or toreign
equiv) in Actuarial sci,
Math, Stats or rel fld + 2

yrs'exp in rel Actuarial
Analyst role. APPIY at:
https://careers.wtwco.
com/EEQ/AAE///D.

Strategy lnc seeks
Product Manager ln
Tvsons Corner, VA:
nesoonsible for
definlng Product
roadmaD, feature
reouirements, scope &
suóervision of delivery'
tvläke decisions on
oranular level for
óroduct f unctionalities.
iclêcommutlnq an
oDflon, Some trtYcl to
sirataov. lnc'3 Tvgons
cornã;, vA otflce
reqslrcd. Mlnimum
Req's:,1 Yrs. exP.
salary: S126,464
$¡42,500 Per annum'
submit resume w/ ret'
to: Reo,# 98.2 at:
onlineiobpostinos@mic
rostrateqv.com.
Strategy ¡s an Equal
oDDortun¡ty &
Affirmative Act¡on
Emolover. Education,
exo'eriénce & crim¡nal
baðkground checks will
be conducted.

TECHNOLOGY
PROFESSIONALS - Two
openlngs availabte in
Reston. VA. Wal-Mart ¡s

seeking candidates for
the following Positions:
Senior Software
Eno¡neer; & Software
Enõineer lll. lob duties
¡ncl but not l¡mited to
dssn'9, dvlP'g'
imolement¡ng, testing &
suiporting systs & bus.
apps. For job req'mts & to
apply, vis¡t
htto://careers.walmart.
coñ. & aoolv to anY ol
the following Job lD #'s
R-2403243, R-2397526.
EOE, AAE.

Fairfax, Virginia' I
. At the Public He

Proposed S'Year Conso
www.f ai rfaxcountv.qov,
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ærd Sanctions movemenl When the financial conse-
quences mounted, Airbnb reversed course, sug-

gesting that its princþles had some flexibilitywhen
conftonted with potential financial loss.

. Stíll, the precedent had been established; Airbnb
waded into Middle Easterngeopolitics, singling out
the region's only democracy for commercial punish-

' ¡nerrr Shareholders might reasonably wonder,
,'rwe 6gured, whether manâgement lea¡ned
1he right lesson - or merely discovered that

.þolitical activism is costly when it collides with

i-{duciary duty.
,,', The timing of Heritage's proposal was deliber-
ngte, part of a broader effort to expose and repudiate
"råhtisèmitisrn After the Oct. 7, z\23,Hamas attacks,
t took the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions

þror¡eme¡t iust one day to call for "institutional
' 
çiressure campaigns" against companies doing
tusiness in the region Airbnb again found itself
h the crosshairs of activists tar more interested in
{unishing the }ewish state than protecting share-
.tdlder value.
'l- lÀ¡" *ere appalled- Corporate governance

dcþn't permit shareholders to dictate business
techions. (Boards make those calls under the busi-

hes{iu¿gment rule, and their fiduciary duties run
tb all shareholders, not one viewpoint.) Yet the law
tequires transparency.

- When boards navigate politically chargedissues

carrying sigrrificant legal and reputational risks,
shareholders are entitled to understand how those
risk a¡e being managed. A firm can choose its
response to intemationa-l atrocities, but it car't hide
that choice from the sharehoiders.

Heritage didn't ask Airbnb to support lsraei
or oppose the antisemitic Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions movement, though both would
have been defensible. We asked it to assess the
risks of being repeatedly drawn into campaigns
against the Jewish state by activists with
no stake in the company's success. That is
good governance, not ideology.

A separate proposal from the American
Conservative Values ETF addressed Airbnb's
vague use of terrns such as'hate group." The
company maintains policies allowing it to
"investigate and remove" accounts associated with
known hate groups, a category Airbnb defi¡res with
notable imprecision

This vagueness has consequences. Airbnb
has canceled accounts belonging to the parents
of conservative activists, suggesting that guilt by
association has become broad enough to extend to
tamilies. The ACVF proposal sought transparency
into how such policies affect users' constitutionally
protected rights, a pertinent question given that
digital pladorms wield unprecedented power to
exclude citizens from the commercial markeþlace
through subiective determinations.

These are precisely the kinds ofgovernance
questions that SEC Rulel4a-8 was desþed to
facilitate.

Both proposals were properly submitted via
FedEx to Airbnb's San Francisco headquarters in
December 20:2A. Botl'r have delivery con-frrmatior¡
including sigrratures from the company's mafüoom
manager - Heritage's on Dec. 19 and ACVF s on
Dec.20. Under SEC rules, Airbnb had two options:
Include the proposals in proxy materials or for-
mally notifr us of deficiencies and seek exclusion
through established procedures.

Airbnb didneither.

lYe arent golng away. Even as this case
prcGeeds, we haye submitted anotüer proposal
for Airbnb's 2026 proxy. Because the question

here is blgger than any single Gompany,

Instead, the proposals simply disappeared.
Thei¡ absence became apparent only when the
20?5 proxy materials appeared in late April. Yet
a submission from Connecticut Retirement Plans
and Tnst Funds, a liberal institution that embraces
envi¡onmental, social and goverìance orthodoxy,
was included without incident. Evidentl¡ Airbnb's
mailroom work just fine when the sender's politics
prove... "agreeable."

When presented with proof of delivery Airbnb
suggested that FedEx somehow fabricated the re-
cords - an explanation that strains credulity. Yet
even after raising that claim, the company declined
to correct the record, issue supplemental materials
or ofier assu¡ance about future compliance.

This isnt how corporate democracy should

worlc Rule 14a-B exists because sha¡eholders aren't
passengers; they're owners. The rule ensu¡es that
management ca¡not silence inconvenient view-
points by procedu¡al maneuver. If companies can
ignore proposals they dislike while advancing
those they favor, then shareholder rights become
contingent on politics, not principle.

Airbnb has already tried to dismiss this case,

and that motion is pending with the court. ffthe
motion fails, then the company will have to explain,

under oatb how a mail system that reli-
ably processes ESC-friendly submissions
suddenly malfunctions when sharehold-
ers raise questions about antisemitism,
viewpoint discrimination and fiduciary risk
mafiagemenl

We aren't going arvay. Even as this case

proceeds, we have zubmitted another proposal for
Aiónb's 20% proxy. Because the question here is
biggerthan any single company.

Do shareholders have equal standing under the
nrles, or onlywhenmânagement approves of thei¡
views?

Corporate democrac¡ like political democracy,
depends on more than lofty language. It depends on
enforcing the nrles fairly, consistently and without
regard to ideology. Whenthose nrles ale ignored,
silence isnt an accident It's a decision

Allen MendmhsïL ß o smior oÅvisu for the Free Enter-
prße Initiafwe and a research fellow n tlæ Thomos '\
Roelnstítutefor Ecorømic Poliq Satdies otThe Heri-
tageFowtdalíon
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Navv Federal Credit
unión has multiPl€
oDenings tor F/T
oèrmanent pos. of sr.
ÈTS Enqineer to dsgn,
dvlo. anI modifv cloud-
infia sys, implement
remote
access/telework soln's'
and conduct VPN
config'n us¡ng
TCPIUDP, SSL, lPsec
and PKl. Reqs:
Bach/equiv in
C5llTlClS/Engg (anY
f¡eld) + 5 yrs Prog. exp
as comD. Profess. ln
cloud-lnïra Svcs oR in
lieu Master's/equiv + I
vr exo. Job Loc'n:
V¡enna, vl, Part time
telecommutlng
Dermitted. Mall Cvr Ltr
þ cv: venkatesh
Kawthale at 820 Follin
Lane SE, Vienna, VA
22180 or email
o¡cnoosltlons@n¡vlt!
tõral.õrç ÏuÈi use
ñãî*-"sr. m Engineer
Ref #250056".

Melissa Shinaberry,
Clerk

Duck Decoy made
of cork from the
cold box of John F.

Kennedy, Manitou
Sailboat which is
also called the
float¡ng White
House, For more
¡nformation call
Rickie wilson at
804.694-6r/6.
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