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In the mid-1980s, the late Professor Allan Bloom set out 1o write
what he deemed “a meditation on the state of our souls, pm'riculm‘lj\' those of
the voung, and their education.”’  He could never have anticipated the
commotion that ensued. The book. The Clasing of the American Mind, reached
print in 1987 and became a smash, surpassing not only his expectations but
also those of his publisher. ED. Hirsch Jr’s Cultural Literacy appeared
coincidentally the same year, rocketing to the top of the bestseller lists.

It wasn’t that the average American had suddenly oleaned  the
importance  of higher learning and a more rigorous, MOTeE humanistic
curriculum. It was that Bloom and Hirsch filled a void and tapped an
aboriginal desire for knowledge, inquiry, and discernment; they clicited both
vituperative and vitriolic outbursts within certain chambers of the academy.
Leftist faculty saw their comfortable wav of life and radical programs
suddenly under attack, or at Jeast exposed, finally, to the “naive” masses that
otill envisioned the professoriate as a bunch of harmless old males wearing

tweed sport coats, modeling comb-overs and gruff beards, smoking pipes,

-
U Allan Bloom, The Chosiig of 1 Viperivan Miwd: Han Higher I-dncation Hai Failed Deoeran and
I/I.{,’P{pf'l‘fi:,|i‘l['(.f‘ the Sunds of Today v N tddents (ONew York: Simon and Schuster, 1987, 19,
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96 Citizens and Statesmen

fate of treedom in the world has devolved upon our regime, so the
fate of philosophy in the world has devolved upon our universities,
and the two are related as they have never been before. The gravity
of our given task is great, and it is very much in doubt how the future
will judge our stewardship."”

What is troubling about these lines is not that we were ever in doubt.
On the contrary, it is that now we are justitiably more certain — as Bloom’s
imagined future has become our actual present — that the judgment to which
he referred is not in our favor, that we have not realized and so have not
accomplished the task we faced. There are many brilliant ideas and
intellectuals in this country, but even in the aggregate there is not one
American mind. Not anymore. There are only American minds, and there is
no discernable consensus about what America and her ideas are or ought to
be. Whether such confused multiplicity is enough to preserve a culture and
hence a civilization, only time will tell. It doesn’t look promising. Bauerlein
and Bellow, though, remain optimistic. “It can happen again,” they inform
us, “another cultural revolution” which can “undo the delinquent habits and
attitudes of our citizens and shake the diversity ideology of our elites.” 1
hope they’re right, for all our sakes.

U Bloom, The Clasing of the ~Lmerican Mind, 382.

4 Bauerlein and Bellow, “Afterword,” 241.
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