lividuals and businesses yet

L, they save. And their savings
in 2020, is that what savings
just to make sure the eviction
it food is around to be eaten.
1t to endure has nothing to do
hat’s happening with a word
Recessions signal something
rol economies designed by

signal agonizing economic
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WHAT CORONAVIRUS TEACHES US ABOUT HUMAN CONNECTION
BY ALLEN MENDENHALL

March 19, 2020.

“Only connect!” reads the epigraph to E.M. Forster’s novel Howards
End. That phrase possibly encapsulates Forster’s entire philosophy.

It is also contrary to the current commands of our authorities and
the mass media: Stay home! Keep inside! Close down! Quarantine!
Be afraid! Socially distance! Don’t gather in groups!

However prudent they may be under the circumstances, these imper-
atives seem strange, confusing, and unnatural, Most of us don’t like
alienating ourselves from others for lengthy periods. In times of trouble,
we want to help others. We want to do something. If the coronavirus
has harmed our psychology, if it has bothered or disturbed us, it is
probably because we feel so helpless and vulnerable in the face of its
transmittable power. The only thing we can do is. . nothing,

Perhaps there is a silver lining, Absent tangible contact with others,
we find communities online and via information technologies. Can’t
visit your elderly parent or grandparent in the nursing home? Here’s
a web camera. Can’t make that meeting in Boston or Atlanta? No
problem: chat on Skype or Zoom or Google. Can’t visit the Met?
Happily, that opera is live streamed!

None of this would have been possible, let alone conceivable, a
century ago. Free markets and the innumerable innovations of countiess
entrepreneurs have improved our lives and institutions in ways we take
for granted. As bad as circumstances seem, they could be much worse,

It is popular in some circles to caricature those who celebrate
free markets as cold, utilitarian ideologues promoting a radically
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and hardship, loss and pain. You may be mourning or suffering. You

may be comforting a sick loved one. You may be locked away in your

room. But take solace: light always drives out the darkness, and hope

springs eternal.




